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I  
am writing this column in the aftermath of 

the tragedy and chaos that resulted from the 

Haitian earthquake. Besides the human agony 

to which many of us responded in whatever 

way we could, there is a side story regarding 

our beloved State of Israel.  

 One year ago we heard much about the 

disproportionate Israeli response in the war in 

Gaza. This year we should be aware of the 

disproportionate Israeli response to the human 

catastrophe in the Haitian capital. More than 

any nation, and disproportionate to its size, the 

State of Israel, with only 7.5 million people, 

sent an extraordinary rescue medical mission 

to Haiti. Its effectiveness was so extraordinary 

that news media covered its impact, which was 

well beyond even what American medical 

relief initially set up. Israel established  field 

hospital with equipment and personnel, who 

worked to save the many lives of the Haitian 

victims who survived the earthquake but were 

dying due to lack of medicine and infection.  

 For example, a search and rescue team 

from ZAKA, Israelôs International Rescue 

Unit, pulled eight Haitian college students 

from a collapsed eight-story university build-

ing. Despite its small size, Israel sent a large 

contingent of highly-trained aid workers to 

quake-stricken Haiti. Two jumbo jets carrying 

more than 220 doctors, nurses, civil engineers, 

and other Israeli army personnel, including a 

rescue team and that field hospital, were 

among the first rescue teams to arrive in Haiti. 

In fact, the Israelis were the first foreign 

backup team to set up medical treatment at the 

partially collapsed main hospital in Port-au-

Prince.  

 In the midst of the tragedy and chaos in 

the Haitian capital, Israeli doctors, part of Is-

raAID ï F.I.R.S.T. (the Israel Forum for Inter-

national Aid), delivered a healthy baby boy in 

an IDF field hospital. When the babyôs grateful 

mother, Gubilande Jean Michel saw her new-

born son, alive and well, she named him 

ñIsraelò in gratitude to the people and nation 

who brought her this blessing. 

 Mati Goldstein, head of the ZAKA Inter-

national Rescue Unit delegation described the 

scene on the ground, ñEverywhere, the acrid 

smell of bodies hangs in the air. Itôs just like 

the stories we are told of the Holocaust ï thou-

sands of bodies everywhere. You have to un-

derstand that the situation is true madness, and 

the more time passes, there are more and more 

bodies, in numbers that cannot be grasped. It is 
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Schedule of Religious Services  
MONDAY  MORNING, MARCH 29, 14 NISAN 

6:30 am  Siyum Bechorim  - Study for 

first-born children in conjunction with 

morning minyan.  
 

MONDAY  NIGHT, MARCH 29, 14 NISAN 

First Seder   

(Mincha -Maariv should be done at 

home prior to the seder)  
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 15 NISAN 

Pesach - Yom Tov - First Day 

9:30 am  Shacharit  

Second Seder   

(Mincha -Maariv should be done at 

home prior to the seder)  
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 16 NISAN 

Pesach - Yom Tov - Second  Day  

9:30 am  Shacharit  
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 17 NISAN 

Chol Hamoed  

6:30 am  Shacharit  
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 18 NISAN 

6:30 am  Shacharit  

6:30 pm  Kabbalat Shabbat  
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 19 NISAN 

9:30 am  Chol Hamoed - Shacharit  

Mincha/Maariv TBA  
  

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 20 NISAN 

9:00 am  Chol Hamoed - Shacharit  

8:00 pm  Mincha  
 

MONDAY , APRIL 5, 21 NISAN 

Pesach -Yom Tov - Seventh Day  

9:30 am  Shacharit  

8:00 pm  Maariv with Memorial 

Service  
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 22 NISAN 

Pesach - Yom Tov - Eighth Day   

9:30 am  Shacharit - including Yizkor  

continued on page 7 
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Notes from the Hazzan 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

A Note from the Editoré.. 

By Mindy Paris-Thurer 

PASSOVER:  THE MOVIE! 

A  
wide variety of films has been created 

to bring to life the story of the Exodus 

of the Jews from Egypt. Most famous of 

the older films is The Ten Commandments 

directed by Cecil B. De Mille, which is 

usually shown every year on television 

around Passover time. A more recent musi-

cal version by Patrick Leonard and 

Maribeth Derry is Ten Commandments 

the Musical. This is a video of a very lav-

ish stage production starring Val Kilmer 

as Moses. Most exciting is the appearance 

of American Idol finalist, Adam Lambert, 

who plays Joshua.  

 My preference musically is the ani-

mated film The Prince of Egypt. The music 

and lyrics were composed by Stephen 

Schwartz.  Val Kilmer also voices the part 

of Moses in this venue. Great pains were 

taken to stay true to the Bible but the real-

ity is that any film or play will take liber-

ties and make interpretations. I encourage 

parents to watch these different versions 

with their children and to discuss differ-

ences between the Bible and the films. 

 Also available is a PBS special, Walk-

ing the Bible, which is a documentary 

filled with interesting archeological exam-

ples that illustrate the events of the Torah. 

Exodus Decoded is another documentary 

made by an Israeli archeologist. Using com-

puter graphics, like those seen in the CSI TV 

shows, the filmmaker explains, using scien-

tific reasoning, how the plagues of Egypt 

could have really happened. He even ex-

plains the miracle of crossing the Sea.  

 For children there are many enjoyable 

Passover videos including: The Seder on 

Planet Matzah Ball, Lights of Freedom-

Passover from the Alef Bet Blast Off series, 

The Passover segment of the Shalom Sesame 

series (which was produced by our member 

Lynn Sessler) contains, The Animated Hag-

gadah, Passover at Bubbeôs and A Rugrats 

Passover.   

 Many of these films are available for 

purchase at Amazon.com or can be bor-

rowed from Netflix or Blockbuster.  

 We wish you a happy and healthy holi-

day and hope that some of the video recrea-

tions of leaving Egypt will bring the story to 

life for you and your family. 

Israel Awareness Committee:   

Eye on Israeli Products 
 
With Passover ahead of us, keep  Israel in mind when you 
shop for your table.  There are many interesting food tastes out 
there from cheeses to jellies and jams, to meat and turkey, to 
olives, to juices, to matzoh, to chocolate goodies, to mango 

spread and to fresh fruits as well.  Watch for Israeli persimmon called Sharon 
fruit.  It's better than candy!   
  

If you are a guest at someone's seder table, consider an Israeli non-food host-
ess gift. Hostess gifts from Israel are also available in our own  Sisterhood Gift 
Shop!   If you need help locating an item, be in touch.  In the meantime, have 
a zissen and tasty Pesach!  Contact Miriam Saruya at 732-381-4528 or via 
email at hensar18@comcast.net with your findings. 

Enjoy Pesach! 
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By Eric Goldman, Synagogue President 

òA Thriving People, A Promising Futureó 
By Lexa Steinbach  

S ix thousand one hundred and thirteen- the number of days I have been 

a congregant of Neve Shalom. Coincidentally, this coincides with the 

number of days I have been alive.  Ever since I was born I have been a 

proud member here. I had my baby naming here, my bat mitzvah here. 

The shul is practically a second home to me. I have my extended family 

here. I have lots of graying ñgrandparentsò from whom I have heard 

countless stories over the years. I have my other ñparentsò who lead me 

on the right path when I need guidance.  I have my ñsiblingsò- the kids my 

age to whom I can relate and learn from.  In truth, I must say, I have 

learned something from everyone in the congregation ð from young Ben 

Daniels to Rabbi Z, from Hazzan Levin to the Kalfus boys.  I would not 

be the same without this congregation.   

 One of the most important lessons I have learned here is the story of 

our thriving Jewish people.  It is strange today to call a religion ñthrivingò 

when in reality; we represent less than 1% of the worldôs population.  Out 

of 7 billion people in the world, Jews are a mere 13.3 million. Thatôs less 

than one percent of the population- yet everyone knows who we are.  It 

doesnôt add up.  There are billions of Christians and Muslims, yet the 

world still watches the Jews in fascination.  What makes us special? Why 

have we been able to survive when the great empires of Aztecs, Mayans, 

and Incans have all fallen? They ask, ñThose Jews -- how are they still 

here?ò It is the fact that Jews care that has prolonged our existence. Not 

necessarily the most devout ones, but the ones who care about the people 

as a whole.  

 As the old saying goes ñThe Jewish holidays -- the story is always 

the same. They try to kill us. We win. Letôs eat.ò Aside from our strange 

fascination with food, Jews are no stranger to threats to our religion.  

Weôve had our fair share of anti-Semitic occurrences in our history.  How-

ever, we have lived on.  It is strange though, that now, in the 21st century, 

assimilation is at an all time high. Whoôs threatening to kill us now? The 

fact is,  no one.  Outside of Israel, 50% of Jews assimilate into their own 

modern day culture, leaving the religion behind.  Without a single assail-

ant we are single handedly doing to ourselves what so many nations be-

fore have tried to do.  It is a very unsettling thought.  

 Personally, I think about this fairly often, and I was beginning to 

wonder about the Jewish people.  Where are we headed?  At first these 

thoughts are dismal. But then, once in a while Ióll have an epiphany, on a 

Shabbat much like this one, I will see something beautiful -- our future.  

 I see our youth, my peers, coming to shul, chanting the service.  

What I see here this evening defies all the statistics. We are the outlier.  

The data guys think Judaism may be decreasing in the world.  If they were 

to come to a USY Shabbaton, they would eat their words. Never in my 

life have I seen kids pray with so much kavanah, so much intent, as they 

do there.  It gives me hope for the Jewish people.  It says, ñHey! Ióm not 

just a box to check off. You can check off Caucasian, African American, 

Scandinavian, but Judaism is not a box! I am not a box!ò 

 It is our time now. We, the youth, must step up and prolong the relig-

ion once more.  We can love Judaism with all of our hearts. There is some 

aspect in it which appeals to each one of us, be it the religious, the food, 

Israel, tikkun olam, or simply the sense of overwhelming community that 

I feel when I arrive at shul each week. So now it is our time. Teach one 

person, help one person, make one person feel welcome. And next time 

someone asks, ñHow are those Jews still around!?ò You can raise your 

hand and say ñMe!ò 

 

 Lexa Steinbach is a junior at the Solomon Schechter Day School of Essex 

and Union and is co-president of Metuchen USY. 

Lexa Steinbach delivered this d'var Torah at a recent USY/

Kadima Friday night service. his month, Neve Shalom is being presented with 

a unique opportunity.  The weekend of March 5 

and 6 is the annual Scholar in Residence weekend.  

Our congregation has the privilege of hosting Dr. 

Ron Wolfson, Chairman of the Jewish Education 

Department at American Jewish University in Los 

Angeles.  Dr. Wolfson has spent his professional life 

researching what make makes a synagogue tick and 

identifying how a successful congregation connects 

with its members. 

 He has introduced us to the concept of the 

ñsacred communityò in his book The Spirituality of 

Welcoming, which has become a guide for advancing 

American synagogues in the 21st century.  Dr. Wolf-

son theorizes that ñéjust under the surface of most 

people, you will find a spiritual soul waiting to find 

expressionéò; that they are looking for meaning and 

purpose in their lives; that they are looking for con-

nections to community and God.  He proposes the 

sacred community as a vehicle to fulfill these spiritual 

needs.  The leadership of Neve Shalom has tried to 

implement some of the professorôs suggestions for 

creating a welcoming community of prayer, learning 

and commitment.  I hope and trust that you have seen 

and embraced them.   

 Dr. Wolfson will be speaking to the congregation 

on Friday evening, Saturday morning during Shabbat 

services and Saturday afternoon after Shabbat lunch-

eon.  His talks will range from tikkun olam to self-

reflection.  He has also graciously consented to meet 

with the Board of Directors and synagogue profes-

sionals and lead an interactive workshop on creating a 

welcoming ambience in the synagogue.   

 Donôt miss this chance to be inspired by an indi-

vidual at the forefront of Jewish spiritual transforma-

tion.  The future course of our Neve Shalom commu-

nity will begin to be discussed here.  Avail yourselves 

of the occasion to participate in the dialogue. 

Youõre Invitedé 
  
 Commemorate Rabbi Zelizerôs 40 
years of leadership and service to Neve 
Shalom.  Honor Dr. Michael Kleiman for 
his commitment and caring for the        
Middlesex County community as a   leading 
physician and volunteer.  Watch your mail 
for information about the   upcoming ad 

journal and honoree event, to be held on 
May 16, 2010. 
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 
hile meeting to decide the winner 

of the $100K Sami Rohr Prize for 

Jewish Literature, the judges found 

themselves unable to eliminate one of 

the two outstanding final candidates. 

After much deliberation, an unusual 

solution was found. 

 The two contenders would share 

the top honor, the runner-up category 

would be eliminated, and the monies 

allocated for the winner and runner-up 

prizes would be combined into one 

award, to be split by the two winners, 

with each author taking home $62,500. 

 The 2010 Sami Rohr Prize for Jew-

ish Literature will be awarded to two 

distinguished authors: Sarah Abrevaya 

Stein, for her book Plumes: Ostrich 

Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of 

Global Commerce (Yale University 

Scholar in Residence 

By the time you receive this we 

hopefully had an outstanding 

weekend with Ron Wolfson, this 

yearôs Scholar In Residence. If 

you are reading this prior to 

March 5 it is too late to sign up 

for the lunch or dinner but you 

certainly can come to the ser-

vices and talks. Friday evening 

service begins at 8:00 pm followed by the guest 

speaker with free refreshments. Saturday morning 

services begin at 9:30 am with the guest speaking 

both during services and after lunch. There is a 

free Kiddush for those who did not register for the 

catered luncheon. Dr. Wolfson will speak after 

the lunch. 

 
A Taste of Meôah 

Meôah, which means 100, is an intensive Adult 

Education pro-

gram which we 

are hoping to 

bring to Mid-

dlesex County 

next fall. Each 

semester, one 

amazing college 

professor will teach weekly seminars in his or her 

field of expertise. Over the two-year course there 

are approximately 100 hours of classes. On 

Wednesday evening, March 10th at 7:30 pm you 

will have an opportunity to meet the organizers, 

ask questions about the entire program, and have 

a free sample lecture. This eveningôs lecturer will 

be Tamar Jacobowitz, a Ph.D. candidate in 

Midrash at University of Penn. There are course 

fees and book fees involved; although through the 

generosity of the Jewish Federation of Greater 

Middlesex County there will be some assistance 

available to lower the costs. This ñTaste of 

Me'ahò evening will be held at the Federation 

office at 230 Old Bridge Turnpike in South River, 

NJ.  You can contact Eliot Spack or Hazzan 

Levin for more information. The locations of the 

courses have not yet been determined and each 

semester will be held in a different synagogue.  If 

we have enough registrants one semester may be 

at Neve Shalom. 

 Ron Wolfson 

Native Son Ken Moss to Bring 
Home The Sami Rohr Prize for 
Jewish Literature 

Press) and Kenneth B. Moss for his 

book Jewish Renaissance in the Russian 

Revolution (Harvard University Press).  

Kenneth B. Moss is the son of Neve 

Shalom members Robert and Sandra 

Moss. 
 ñThe term óembarrassment of 

richesô was coined to describe the situa-

tion we encountered,ò said Rabbi Jo-

seph Telushkin, one of the judges for 

the Prize. ñOur admiration for these two 

books and writers ï and for the three 

other finalists as well ï eventually made 

it so hard to choose one over the other 

that we finally decided we couldnôt. 

They both deserve to win.ò This deci-

sion marks the first and last time the 

honor would be shared by two writers. 

 Congratulations!!! 

The 25th Annual 

Israel Segal  

Memorial Lecture 
 

Sunday, April 18, 2010, 10:00 AM 
 

featuring 

Dr. Julian Zelizer 
 

Beyond the Israel Lobby:  

American Jews and the Politics 

of National Security since 1967 

Save the 

Date!  

Dr. Julian Zelizer , Professor of History and Public Affairs at Princeton Uni-

versity, is one of the leading figures in the field of American political history. 

He is a regular contributor to CNN and National Public Radio. He has pub-

lished opinion pieces in the NY Times, Washington Post, Newsweek and other 

major newspapers. This will be a unique opportunity to hear innovative and 

insightful thinking on this crucial topic. Dr. Zelizerôs most recent book is called 

Arsenal of Democracy: The Politics of National Security - From World War II 

to the War on Terrorism and will be available for purchase at the lecture.  Free 

and open to the public. 



Neve Shalom Bulletin  March 2010  

Page 5 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Hebrew  
Schoo l   
News  

The Trip of a Lifetime:  One Teenõs Take 
By Josh Anes 

Joel Chasnoff, a professional 

comedian, will entertain the He-

brew High students and USY 

members on Tuesday evening, 

March 2nd at 7:00 pm. This pro-

gram is free, thanks to grants from 

the Barry Miller Fund of Neve 

Shalom and the Jewish Federation 

of Middlesex County. Parents are welcome but we would espe-

cially like to invite Jewish teens (grades 7-12) from other syna-

gogues as well as those who live in this area.  

 Confirmation Class Trip is tentatively scheduled to visit 

New York City, including a Broadway Show, on Sunday, 

March 14th. Families will be given more details as information 

becomes available. 

 Family Service will be Friday evening, March 19th at 6:30 

pm.  Everyone is invited to a very lively and energy-filled ser-

vice led mostly by our 2nd-7th graders. Teens take parts and the 

rabbi always shares interesting insights and teachings. 

 Pesach Programs for the Hebrew School grades Gan-6 will 

take place Sunday morning, March 21st. The younger grades 

will have an abbreviated seder and the older classes will enjoy a 

creative ñwalk-through sederò with games, blessings, songs and 

traditional foods. The Hai classes and Hebrew High will do 

special Passover events on Tuesday evening March 23rd.  

 Pesach Vacation will be from Sunday, March 28th until 

Tuesday, April 6th. School resumes on Thursday, April 8th. 

 A Clothes Drive will be held on Sunday morning April 25. 

As you do your Pesach cleaning put aside used clothes and toys 

in plastic bags for this annual drive. Proceeds benefit our educa-

tional programs. 

 The Susy Schwartz Memorial Concert featuring Debbie 

Friedman will be Sunday afternoon, April 25th at 3:00 pm. We 

hope that many of our Hebrew School students will have the 

unique opportunity to sing with this amazing performer and 

composer.  

 This past August, I had the 

privilege of travelling to Israel with 

Rabbi Zelizer and others from Neve 

Shalom.  This ten day journey was an 

amazing personal and religious ex-

perience for me.  Prior to leaving, 

and throughout the eleven hour 

flight, I kept wondering how this trip 

was going to affect me. 

 When we arrived, Shabbat was 

fast approaching, and we wanted to 

get to the Kotel with enough time to 

insert our notes and visit the David-

son Center.  Placing my note in the 

Wall was the most moving experi-

ence of my life.  Later, we returned 

to the Wall for Kabbalat Shabbat.  

We had a private service with Rabbi 

Zelizer in front of Robinsonôs Arch, 

part of the Temple Mount.  Toward 

the end of our service, we walked 

down to the Western Wall to chant 

the Aleinu and the rest of the service 

on our own.  Having been there ear-

lier in the day, I was stunned at the 

amount of people praying at the 

Wall, especially on the menôs side.  

It was like a sea of black hats.  I 

quickly learned that Orthodox Jews 

have quite a presence in Jerusalem.   

 On Saturday morning, my fam-

ily and I attended Shabbat services at 

a local Conservative shul, where we 

witnessed the bat mitzvah of a girl 

from Toronto.  The crowd was very 

small and the dress code was very 

casual.  In fact, we had trouble iden-

tifying their rabbi, who sat among 

the congregants for much of the ser-

vice, while others took turns leading 

prayers.   

 We spent three more very hot, 

busy days in Jerusalem, going to Yad 

Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial, 

and the Herzl Center, among other 

places.  Each of these sites was be-

yond belief, emotionally and spiritu-

ally.  Leaving Jerusalem, we trav-

elled south through the desert to 

Masada.  We had a tour of this amaz-

ing fortress where the Jews tried to 

hide from the Romans.  It amazed me 

how much of the original structures 

have survived for 2,000 years.   

 After Masada we went to the 

Dead Sea, which is the farthest point 

below sea level on earth.  The water 

was uncomfortably hot and some-

what greasy, but the way it kept us 

afloat when we attempted to sub-

merge ourselves provided cause for 

Students at the Neve Shalom Nursery School joined Rabbi 
Zelizer in the sanctuary to talk about the things that are worn and 
used during Shabbat services.  They also got to touch the Torah! 

much laughter.  Some even had a 

difficult time standing up, and needed 

others to push their legs down while 

they tried to stand up.  After my quick 

dip in the Dead Sea, I went to Ein 

Gedi, a refreshing waterfall/national 

park right nearby.  I was so hot that I 

hastily jumped into the water fully 

clothed.  This cooled me off for the 

rest of the afternoon.   

 Our next stop was Tiberius in 

northern Israel, next to the Kinneret, 

or the Sea of Galilee.  We visited 

Tzefat, a mystical city and we took an 

exhilarating jeep ride through the 

Golan Heights.  This activity was one 

of my favorite parts of the entire trip.  

Our driver, Eitan (a man in his twen-

ties who lives in a kibbutz in the 

Heights) made sure that we hit every 

bump and pothole.  Everyone in our 

jeep laughed hysterically throughout 

the ride. 

 Next, we headed to Tel Aviv.  

Enroute, we stopped at Succat Sha-

lom, a small Masorti synagogue in 

Ramat Yishai, to present a Sefer To-

rah from Neve Shalom to their syna-

gogue.  We participated in a service 

at this shul to officially donate the 

Torah.  Following the service, we 

enjoyed a festive meal to celebrate 

this mitzvah with the shulôs members.   

 In Tel Aviv, we viewed the loca-

tion of Itzhak Rabinôs assassination.  

We also visited Independence Hall.  

We enjoyed an amazing Shabbat on 

the beach, and I was lucky enough to 

help lead services.  Finally, we spent 

part of our last day swimming in the 

Mediterranean Sea.   

 This trip was an amazing experi-

ence.  I am truly grateful to Rabbi 

Zelizer and our tour directors, Joe 

Freedman (a former Neve Shalom 

teacher) and Einav Vinograd, who 

made this trip so memorable and 

meaningful to me, and taught me so 

much.  Now, after the trip, I feel even 

more connected with Judaism and the 

study of Torah.  Hopefully, I will be 

able to visit Israel again in the near 

future.  I am thankful that the Suzy 

Schwartz Committee provides a 

ñPassport to Israelò for all bônai mitz-

vot, and I strongly encourage other 

teens to use theirs.   

 

Josh Anes is in the 9th grade at J.P. 

Stevens High School in Edison. 
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Prisoner Seeks to Sit in a Sukkah Legal   

Ease By Bruce D. Greenberg 

Bruce D. Greenberg is a partner in the law 

firm of Lite DePalma Greenberg & Rivas, 

LLC, in Newark 

  

 Pre-bat/bar mitzvah chil-

dren whose birthdays fall in 

March will join us on March 

6th to enjoy a special blessing 

from the Rabbi and a celebra-

tory kiddush following ser-

vices.  We wish a joyful mazel 

tov to the following children 

and their families:  

Luke Berard 

Max Glinn  

Adam Gross 

Miriam Kayser  

Brooke Margolin 

Benjamin Rabinowitz 

Eve Schoeffler 

Eitan Szteinbaum 

(ÍɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÕÈÔÌɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯ

appear on this list, please 

contact Mindy Paris -Thurer  

at 732-906-8874 to assure that 

your child will be invited to 

the bimah for the blessing on 

the upcoming Shabbat. 

 There probably are not many Jews in South 

Dakota.  But a prisoner at the South Dakota State 

Penitentiary sued for the right to have access to a 

sukkah.  A federal appeals court recently ruled that 

he had the right to take his claim to trial, though the 

court did not say whether he was likely to win. 

 The prisoner, Charles Sisney, said that he was 

required to celebrate Sukkot by eating his meals 

outside in a sukkah.  The appeals court described a 

sukkah (or at least the one that Sisney wanted to 

have) as ña three-sided booth or tent constructed of 

a tarp and metal poles é. [that] is large enough to 

accommodate only one person at a time.ò  The 

State Penitentiary did not have a sukkah, but in-

mates at another South Dakota prison tried to do-

nate one to the penitentiary.  Prison officials re-

fused that gift, on the grounds that prison rules 

forbade inmate-to-inmate transfers of property and 

that a sukkah would present a safety and security 

concern. 

 When Sisney learned that his request for a 

sukkah would be denied, Sisney offered an alterna-

tive under which he could eat his meals inside as 

usual, but would be given extra time to say a spe-

cial benediction (probably the blessing for sitting in 

the sukkah).  Prison officials allowed him the extra 

time for the blessing. 

 Because he was not allowed to sit in a sukkah, 

Sisney sued under the federal statute known as the 

Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons 

Act (ñRLUIPAò).  Prison officials asked the 

lower court to throw out the case without a trial, 

but the judge refused to do that and instead ruled 

that Sisney could try to prove his case at a trial.  

The prison officials then appealed. 

 The appeals court agreed that Sisneyôs 

claim should not be dismissed without a trial.  

The RLUIPA requires that a plaintiff show that a 

ñsubstantial burdenò has been placed on his 

ability to exercise his religion.  The appeals 

court found that Sisney had alleged a substantial 

burden.  He had asserted that a sukkah is a man-

datory part of Sukkot and essential to the prac-

tice of his religion, and that his ability to observe 

Sukkot was significantly inhibited by the sukkah 

ban.  The court said, however, that Sisney would 

have to prove at a trial that his claimed beliefs 

were sincere, noting that an organization that 

had been helping Sisney stopped providing aid 

when they learned that he was not born of a 

Jewish mother and might not be considered 

Jewish under Jewish law.         

 It is often plenty cold enough in a sukkah in 

New Jersey.  Sisney may find Sukkot to be 

really chilly in South Dakota if he gets his wish 

to eat his meals in a sukkah.  

Neve Shalom provides unique and meaningful ways to honor or to      
remember a loved one, to pay tribute to someone special or to           
commemorate a joyous life cycle event.  See below for options.  Contact 
the office to discuss details. 
 
· Your donations to specific funds to be published in the bulletin:  $10.00 
· Chumash:  $72.00 
· Siddur:      $54.00 
· Memorial and Yarzheit Plaques:  $500.00 
· Library Wall Memorial and Yarzheit Plaques:  $600.00 
· Leaves on the Tree of Life:  $225.00 
· Simcha Plaques (Single):  $500.00 
· Simcha Plaques (Double):  $1,000.00 
·  Lithograph of Sanctuary:  $72.00 
· Trees:    $18.00 
· Host a kiddush:  250.00 
· Sponsor a kiddush: 500.00 

To Celebrateé.To Rememberé. 
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beyond comprehension.ò At the 

start of Sundayôs regular Cabinet 

meeting, Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu announced that the Is-

raeli team had already treated hun-

dreds of patients. ñI think that this is 

in the best tradition of the Jewish 

People; this is the true covenant of 

the State of Israel and the Jewish 

People,ò he said. ñThis follows 

operations we have carried out in 

Kenya and Turkey. Despite being a 

small country, we have responded 

with a big heart. The fact is, I know, 

that this was an expression of our 

Jewish heritage and the Jewish ethic 

of helping oneôs fellow.ò 

Joshua Artman, a son of Amy 

and Ira Artman , will be called to 

the Torah as a bar mitzvah on 

Saturday, March 27.  

 Joshôs brother Daniel will join 

in the celebration, along with 

Grandmother (Bubs) Norma 

Artman  from Pittsburgh, PA; 

Grandmother Gloria Preminger 
from Chapel Hill, NC; Aunt Jill 

Preminger, Uncle George, and cousin Jacob Emont 

from Louisville, KY; cousins Margo Emont and Sally 

Preminger from Chicago, IL; cousin Seth Preminger 

from Columbus, OH; Uncle Glenn and Aunt Jodi 

Preminger from Chapel Hill, NC; Aunt Deborah Art-

man from Provincetown, MA; and Aunt Tamara Art-

man from Seattle, WA. Other relatives from as near as 

South Orange and Bayonne, NJ, to as far away as Florida 

and Michigan, will also be attending. 

 Josh is a 7th grader at Edgar Middle School in Metu-

chen, where he reports his favorite subjects in this way: 

ñDoes lunch count? Well, if it doesnôt, I would have to 

say Social Studies, because I like learning about History 

and Language Arts, because I have a really fun teacher 

this year.ò 

 In sports, Josh has been on the school Cross-

Country team for the past two years, and he is also a 

back belt in tae-kwon-do. He says, ñI like playing any 

sport, except badminton. Badminton is pointless.ò  

 In his spare time, Josh plays trumpet in the school 

band, and in his free time, he likes to hang out with 

friends, surf the web, watch TV, and play video games 

on his old Gamecube. ñI am very interested in humor, 

technology, and comic books.ò 

 In his travels, he has been to Alaska and parts of 

Canada on an Alaskan cruise that his ñBubs,ò Norma 

Artman, took him on this past summer. He also has spent 

many summers in Vermont, and ñI have been going to 

New Jersey Y Camps for three years, the same camp my 

Mom went to as a camper and counselor.ò 

 For his mitzvah project, Josh tells us, ñDuring the 

past year I have been volunteering at Metuchen Buddy 

Ball, a weekly program where you help disabled children 

play sports like soccer and baseball. I also ran a 5K race 

(3.1 miles) this winter to help fight arthritis.ò 

 Our religious tradition referred 

to Israel as being ñOr Lagoyimò ï A 

light to the nations. Much of what 

we have heard in recent years has 

obscured, rightly or wrongly, that 

noble term. What we saw in Haiti 

from our beloved State of Israel was 

a pristine fulfillment of what our 

religious tradition meant and hoped 

for in the term ñOr Lagoyim.ò God 

bless Haiti and its victims. Thank 

God that the State of Israel was 

there in unique and unprecedented 

ways. 

From the Rabbi  
continued from page 1 


