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NEVE SHALOM 
Serving the Northern Middlesex County Jewish Community  

By Gerald Zelizer 

Look for Rabbi Zelizerõs frequent cyber thoughts on the synagogue website:   

www.neveshalom.net  
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Summer Calendars 8 

  

Inside this issue: 

The Rabbiôs View from ñ40ò 

W hen Neve Shalom selected me as its 

rabbi forty years ago, many people 

had difficulty pronouncing my name. It was 

ñZeleezerò or  ñZelingerò or even ñSalazarò 

- the former dictator of Portugal!  So some 

reverted to just calling me ñthe young 

rabbi.ò Well, it is my privilege not to be 

introduced that way anymore. Not just be-

cause after forty years most can now pro-

nounce my name, but because for all that 

has transpired in the span of forty years. I 

feel deeply the words of Psalms (145) ñBhol 

yom avarchehaò ï loosely translated. I bless 

God for each day and each nuance of the 

last 40 years with you: 

ă For the minority, but substantial minor-

ity, who have increasingly adopted 

traditional Jewish observance into their 

personal lives. 

ă For your part in enthusiastically fulfill-

ing my vision of religious services that 

are informal, participatory, and tradi-

tional, where laity are empowered to 

lead and teach under the guidance of 

the klei kodesh. 

ă For the opportunity to teach two and 

three generations in Neve Shalom, both 

in formal classes and informal settings. 

ă For the challenging moments in which 

you have invited my advice and com-

fort in the happiest, saddest and even 

mundane corners of your lives. 

ă For the collaboration of hazzanim, 

educators, executive directors, officers 

and board members, gabbaim, and 

secretaries who have shared my vision, 

helped me to implement it, and have 

improved upon it with their own per-

spectives. 

ă For a continuous population, children 

and adults, novices and advanced, who 

have responded to my efforts. 

ă For those of merged congregations who 

in recent years have broadened my 

efforts and so seamlessly fit into what 

we do in Neve Shalom. 

ă For a shul where I too might óbelongô 

and experience with you the sacred 

nuance of studying and observing Juda-

ism. 

ă For the initial and repeated invitations 

from you to continue and serve you as 

your rabbi, well beyond when I had 

planned to retire. 

A child in the religious school once 

asked me what I do everyday as your rabbi. 

I answered that ñI rabbi.ò I explained to him 

that rabbi ñis a verb and not a noun.ò ñI 

rabbiò in the past, in the present, and in the 

future to those of you in my congregation. 

Psalm 15 lists a whole series of deeds 

which one must do in order to ascend the 

mountain of the Lord. They are noble moral 

achievements such as living without blame; 

doing what is right, speaking the truth in 

oneôs heart, not inflicting harm on a 

neighbor, and abhorring a contemptible 

person. The Midrash in looking at the Psalm 

is overwhelmed. It asks: must a person do all 

of these in order to ascend the mountain of 

the Lord? The Midrash answers itself ñAfilu 

ï halek mehem maspik!ò ï ñEven a portion 

of them is adequate.ò Certainly I have stum-

bled and not achieved all that I wished of 

myself or you wished of me, but I hope that 

even with fulfilling a portion of them we 

shall be able to proceed. 

So now beyond the forty and into the 

next five years, - if the Almighty agrees! In 

the words of Psalms ñMaasei yodeinu kone-

nehu ïMay the Lord establish the work of 

our hands.ò 
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Notes from the Hazzan 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

A Note from the Editoré.. 

By Mindy Paris-Thurer 

Israel Awareness Committee:   

From the desk of Efraim Kishon,  

Israeli humorist:  
  

· Israel is the only country in the world where the graffiti is in      

Hebrew. 

· Israel is the only country in the world that has a National Book Week, during which   

almost everyone attends a book fair and buys books. 

· Israel is the only country in the world where inviting someone "out for a drink" means 

drinking cola, coffee or tea. 

· Israel is the only country in the world where patients visiting physicians end up giving the 

doctor advice. 

· Israel is the only country in the world where people call an attaché case a "James Bond" 

and the "@" sign is called a "strudel". 

· Israel is the only country in the world where there is the most mysterious and mystical 

calm ambience in the streets on Yom Kippur, which cannot be explained unless you have 

experienced it! 

 

Many thanks to Linda Gotlib for her leadership role on the Israel Awareness Committee!  Kol 

Hakavod Linda!  Have a  "kahyitz tov"!  (a good summer)!  Be in touch!   Miriam Saruya , 

732-381-4528 or hensar18@comcast.net. 

òS 
ummer is the time when one sheds 

one's tensions with one's clothes, 

and the right kind of day is jeweled 

balm for the battered spirit. A few of 

those days and you can become drunk 

with the belief that all's right with the 

world.ò 

ðAda Louise Huxtable 

JEWISH MUSIC AROUND THE WORLD

 Makhelat Hamercaz, the Jewish Choir of 

Central New Jersey, will be doing a program of 

Jewish music from around the world. On 

Thursday evening, June 10th at 7:30 pm, at 

Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple, Cantor 

Anna West Ott and I will be conducting com-

positions spanning many centuries and styles 

and almost every continent. Countries include 

Babylonia, India, Africa, USA, Caribbean, 

France, Spain, Germany, Italy, Rumania, Po-

land and Israel. The program will also honor 

Cantor Bruce Rockman who was featured in 

our recent Neve Shalom 75th anniversary gala. 

 Individual concert tickets can be pur-

chased for $15 in advance, $20 at the door ($7 

in advance, $10 at the door for seniors and 

students). Patrons can reserve two seats for a 

contribution of $100.  A reception for all atten-

dees is planned following the concert.  For 

tickets and more information, call Hazzan 

Levin 732-548-2238, ext. 14 or log onto http://

mercazchoir.org.    

 Makhelat HaMercaz Jewish Choir of Cen-

tral NJôs program has been made possible in 

part by funds from the New Jersey State Coun-

cil on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner 

Agency of the National Endowment for the 

Arts, through a grant provided by the Middle-

sex County Cultural and Heritage Commission/

Board of Chosen Freeholders. The choir is also 

underwritten by contributions from The Karma 

Foundation. 
 

THEY CHANGED BROADWAY  

 Neve Shalom is producing a benefit con-

cert with professional Broadway performers on 

Sunday afternoon, June 13th at 3:00 pm at the 

Forum Theater. Tickets can be purchased at 

www.TheyChangedBroadway.Blogspot.com 
 

FRIDAY ALIVE  

 Friday night, June 11th at 7:45 pm (note 

the special time) the Neve Shalom band and 

choir will lead us in a lively and fun service to 

welcome Shabbat. For the evening service we 

will put away the instruments. Installation of 

the board of directors will 

also take place. 
 

TORAH LUNCH  

 The annual event to 

honor our Torah readers, 

Haftarah chanters, service 

leaders and Adult Ed 

volunteers will be held on 

Saturday, June 19th. Eve-

ryone is invited to the 

luncheon. 
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0K?LC>?HM¥L -?LL;A? 
By Eric Goldman, Synagogue President 

ime flies when youôre having fun, eh?  I cannot be-

lieve that my term is half over.  Throughout the year, 

I have been amazed at what we have been able to accom-

plish.  Everyone we come in contact with is amazed at the 

programs, people, concerts and speakers that Neve Shalom 

has continued to offer its congregants and the surrounding 

area.  In a matter of seven weeks, we hosted Professor 

Ron Wolfson, Professor Shuly Schwartz, Rabbi Steven 

Wernick, Professor Julian Zelizer and Debbie Fried-

man.  Not many synagogues can make that kind of state-

ment. 

 There are so many people to thank for all the work 

they have done that I cannot start to list them.  And any 

way, if I did I would immediately get someone angry at me 

for failing to acknowledge them.  Suffice it say that all the 

efforts of the Executive Board, Board of Directors, syna-

gogue professionals, chairpersons, temple staff, committee 

members, teachers, volunteers and participants are greatly 

appreciated. 

 So, what about the rest of you?  What is it going to 

take to get you to participate in the Neve Shalom commu-

nity?  We are always working on the ñTorahò and 

ñavodahò parts.  But letôs talk about ñgemilut 

chasadimò (acts of loving kindness)  for a moment.  There 

are many opportunities to repair the world through the 

synagogue.  Tikkun olam volunteers coordinate charitable 

programs through the synagogue and as part of the philan-

thropic organizations in the region.  Bikkur holim volun-

teers visit individuals in the hospital and provide a little bit 

of comfort to those who are ill.  Visiting and comforting 

those in a house of mourning, nichum avelim, is one of the 

highest acts of loving kindness.  And one of the benefits of 

gemilut chasadim is that is can be a spiritual, gratifying, 

uplifting experience for you, too. 

 I must apologize but the cost of engraved invitations 

has gone up, so you will not be receiving one.  We need 

your assistance in doing the wonderful things that make 

Neve Shalom go great.  Help us improve the lives of oth-

ers.  The programs are here, ready and raring to go.  All we 

ask of you is that you show up. 

 

Jacob Anes 

Alex Cherry 

Evan Derector 

Shaina Garb 

Zachary Griffin  

Julia Lifton  

David Pasmanik 

 

  

 Pre-bat/bar mitzvah  children whose birthdays fall in June will join us on June 5th; July birthdays on July 3rd and August birth-
days on August 7th ,  for a special blessing from the Rabbi and a celebratory  kiddush following services.  We wish a joyful mazel tov 
to the following children and their families:  

June Birthday Celebrants  

Michelle Arnel  

Daniel Boxer 

Avner Chaplin 

Melanie Davis 

Aaron Heskes 

Max Heskes 

 

AUGUST 

Jonah Botvinick-Greenhouse 

Ike Busch 

Avery Byrne 

 Samuel Cohen   

Ted Geardino   

Jason Hale 

Simona Moyal    

Rachel Piltser 

Brian Schuetz   

Zachary Lanton 

Jeremy Pepber  

Ilana Rosen 

Ilana Stein 

Alex Telson 

JULY  

Elissa Pinkowitz 

Max Rubin 

David Schildkraut  

Sarah Schildkraut 

Gail Tynkov 

Alex Stolz 

Madeleine Wheeler 

JUNE 


