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I  make it my practice to 
visit all the classes in 

our Hebrew School and 
Nursery School several 
times during the year. I 
do it because I like to 
witness what our children 
are actually learning. When there, I do one of two 
things. I take the subject that the students are learning 
on a microcosmic level with the teachers and expand 
that subject more globally. For example, as they are 
learning to read Hebrew in the early grades ς (and they 
really learn well in our school!) ς I like to discuss with 
them the following. Why do we have to spend all these 
hours on Hebrew letters and studying to read if God 
listens in every language?  
 One day during the past month I visited our Nursery 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜΚέΤ ά²Ƙŀǘ 
ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊΚέΤ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦƻƻŘΚέ 
When I told them God is inside of everyone, one child 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ άLǎ DƻŘ ŦƻƻŘΚέ 
 The very next day I stopped into the Hai class, those 
children preparing for their bar/bat mitzvah. Their ques-
ǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ DƻŘΚέΤ ά²ƘŜƴ 
ŘƛŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΚέΤ ά²Ƙȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘ 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΚέΤ ά²Ƙȅ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΚέ  
 I enjoy answering both sets of questions for several 
reasons. One, I get to ruminate over the answer. I also, 
get to see what is on the mind of students of all ages. At 
the same time, the students get to know me and what is 
on my mind. As for the actual answers, I am still figuring 
some of them out. The ones I have figured out I am not 
telling. Many of you attend my adult classes. I also enjoy 
hearing your questions in that setting and giving you my 
answers!  

MORE FROM MEMBERSHIP ...  
 

 MEMBER REFERRAL INCENTIVE ...  
Did you know that you can earn $180 off of your 
membership dues, if you refer another family 
who joins the shul?  For any questions, contact 
Debbie  Kestin -Schildkraut , Vice President, 
Membership at  dkestins@gmail.com . 

 

òWELCOME BAGSó DELIVERED ...  
During Chanukah week, we welcomed our new 
member families with a little Chanukah cheer and 
candles, grape juice and challah for Shabbat.  If 
you know of any Jewish families moving into the 
area, please let us know, so we can extend a spe-
cial Neve Shalom welcome to them as well.  
 

COMING  SOON:  SHABBAT  UPDATES ...  
Special òShabbat Shalomó phone calls and emails in a new for-
mat will be coming your way to let you know candle -lighting 
times and upcoming events for the week.  
 

"M EMBERSHIP  SPARKLERS " ....  
   Mazel tov to:   
ė Josh Ull , the new USY International President.  
ė Jason Keller , winner of nine consecutive  episodes of 
òJeopardyó. 

ė Ron Grayzel, newly elected to the Metuchen Town Council.  
ė Samantha Schneider, the lead in the JP Stevens produc-
tion of òOur Townó. 

 

mailto:dkestins@gmail.com
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NOTES FROM THE HAZZAN 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Happy Birthday to the Trees!  

 

Herbert Goldblatt  

our member and  

husband of Phyllis Goldblatt  
 

Fred Goldstein  

father of Mark Goldstein  
 

Irving Rubin  

father of Carol Weiss  
 

Felice Fellus  

our member and  

husband of Gail Fellus  

T here is a cute birthday card that reads, 
"For your birthday I planted a tree in Is-

rael."..... open it, and the inside says, "Your 
Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΦ  IŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦέ 
 Tu B'Shvat is Tuesday night, February 7.  
You do not need to fly to Israel to plant a tree 
(although that would be a great thing if you 
can do it), but you can easily plant trees virtu-
ally through our synagogue office, our Hebrew 
School, our local Hadassah chapters or by 
going online to JNF.org.   Israel needs the trees 
to maintain the water table, to create recrea-
tion, for beauty and to help the environment. 
Come join our annual Tu B'Shvat seder at 6:00 
pm on February 7 and we can share foods, 
blessings, songs and more information about 
Israel and trees. 
 A little over a year ago tens of thousands 
of acres of forest in the Carmel region (near 
Haifa) were destroyed by a fire.   If we each 
plant a tree or two that area can be replanted 
more quickly.  In honor of the release of Gilad 
Shalit many planted trees in Israel so we could 
all share in the joy of his safe return home. 
 We can't take the environment of Israel 
for granted. Every time I have visited over the 
past 40 years I have personally witnessed 
more and more of the hills covered with parks 
and foliage. Almost every one of the trees was 
planted by people like you and me.  I still re-
member when my children were young, al-
most twenty years ago, and we were able to 
plant a tree with our own hands in a new for-
est.   (See photo below, right) 
 My family had 1,000 trees planted in 
memory of my grandmother after her passing. 
While individual trees do not get a name at-
tached to them; groves and rows of trees are 
marked with plaques near the entrance to 
that forest.  
 I will be going to Israel from February 12-
20, 2012 for the 60th anniversary of the Jew-
ish Educators Assembly. I don't know if I will 
be planting a tree but I will be learning from 
leading Israeli speakers and educators, wit-
nessing many of the technological advances 
that Israel has pioneered and seeing the latest 
developments in the major cities. 
 Tourist travel to Israel is doing very well, 
although a huge proportion of those visitors 
are Christians looking to see their historic 
sites.  It would be wonderful if every Jewish 
teen and young adult, and for that matter 
every Jewish person, could travel to Israel. 
Many Neve Shalom members will be joining 
Hadassah next October for its Centennial Con-

vention in Israel. Many of our teens have done 
USY or Young Judea summer  trips or even an 
entire college year in Israel. We are proud of 
all of them. 
 If your child is between 18 and 26 and 
has not yet been to Israel, please urge them to 
take advantage of the opportunity to go for a 
short trip, basically for free, through Taglit-
Birthright trips to Israel. They can apply 
through their college Hillel or through the 
United Synagogue Youth department. If your 
high school or college student has not used his 
or her Susy Schwartz Passport, he or she is 
entitled to go on a study trip, such as USY 
Pilgrimage, Nativ or Young Judea programs, 
and receive $1,000 from Neve Shalom and an 
additional $1,000 from the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Middlesex County.  This can be a 
life changing experience. 
 CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻƻ άƻƭŘέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
those young adult programs, it's never too late 
to go anyway. There are volunteer programs 
for a number of professions to donate their 
time and service in Israel. There are elder-
hostel trips. There are guided group tours and 
ways for individuals or families to go on their 
own. Visiting Israel is not just a vacation like 
going to Aruba or Disney World, it is a chance 
to learn about our roots and our heritage, to 
connect to the land of our people and to see 
interesting things and have a great time as 
well. 
 I suggest that this year you give yourself a 
present and try to go personally to Eretz Yis-
rael. Maybe even plant a tree and water it 
with your own hands! 

Hazzan Levin planting trees in Israel 
with his family. 



Neve Shalom Bulletin  February 2012 

3 

.ȅ aŀǘǘ .ƻƴǳǎΣ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

Menôs Club Minute 

TefillinΧΦ 
 Perhaps you remember this word from Hebrew 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀǊ ƳƛǘȊǾŀƘ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳπ
ber it at all. Maybe you have a distant memory of your 
father or grandfather wearing tefillin. The mitzvah of 
wrapping tefillin on your arm and head is one of the 
most basic Jewish rituals, yet it is a practice that has 
been lost by many of us.  
 Twelve years ago Leonard Stern from Charlotte, 
North Carolina, tried to change this. He had a vision of all 
Jewish men and women putting on tefillin on the same 
day, together as a community.  This man started what is 
now known as the World Wide Wrap. The Wrap is now 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳōǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
North America, to South America and Europe and of 
course in Israel as well. Here at Neve Shalom we have 
participated in the World Wide Wrap for many of the 12 
years since its inception.  
 On Sunday, February 5, we will again be participat-
ing in the World Wide Wrap.  During this hour-long pro-
gram there will be a special showing of the celebrated 
ŦƛƭƳ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ƛŜǎ ¢Ƙŀǘ .ƛƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝƴπ
hance our understanding of the unique nature of this 
mitzvah.  
 άL ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴƻƴ-ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŜŜƪπ
ŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘŜŦƛƭƭƛƴΦ άL ƴƻǿ 
ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƎƛŦǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
¢ƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ƘƻǇŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
important event.  On this day we will also raise money to 
buy sets of tefillin for people in North and South America 
who cannot afford their own. 
 We realize that for some of you this may be a new 
or unfamiliar experience. There will be people to help 
you put on your tefillin. There will be extra tefillin avail-
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƻǊ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ 
them.  It is my vision to have more people wrap tefillin 
this year than ever before.  Come and be part of our 
community. Come to donate some money to buy tefillin 
for others, or just come to eat the bagels and cream 
cheese we will have for breakfast.  
 So before you go out to 
buy food for your Super 
Bowl Party, dig out the old 
tefillin that have been lying 
in a drawer somewhere in 
your house and we will be 
happy to remind you how to 
put them on, or learn for the 
very first time.  
 [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛŘŜ ²ǊŀǇ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜǾŜǊΦ 

Each month, this col-
umn will spotlight new 
or current members to 
help us make new con-
nections, learn some-
thing interesting, or 
discover we have 
something in common.  
 

This month, get to 
know more about 
Amy, Mo (Moshe), 
Michael, Lizzie, Josh 
and Daniel Kertesz. 
 

How long have you been members of Neve Shalom?  Five years 
 

Where are you each from?  Amy grew up in a Conservative Jewish 
community in Cherry Hill , New Jersey.  Mo grew up in North Jersey.  He 
attended Shaarei Torah in Monsey, then Torah Academy of Bergen 
County, followed by Ohr David in Jerusalem.  
 

Tell us about your professions  Mo is a Transportation Finance Law-
yer with Milbank Tweed in New York City, representing clients in the 
financing of aircraft and satellites. Amy is a self-employed graphic art-
ist.  Many people may be familiar with her black and white names 
signs.  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀƭπ
phabet illustrations this year.  You can check out her work on 
www.puzzleboxdesigns.com 
 

What made you join Neve Shalom?  We moved to Metuchen from 
New York, and purposely picked a house to be walking distance to the 
shul. 
 

What do you like best about Neve Shalom?  The community is the 
best part. People are really nice.  We also love the preschool; the staff is 
amazing!  Our older three children have benefitted from the program, 
and our newborn Daniel will definitely attend as well.  
 

What are your hobbies and interests?  We love football!!!  We are 
huge football fans - - especially college football, and because we have 
different team allegiances it sometimes gets us into trouble!  We also 
loved to travel before the kids were born.  Key West is our favorite place 
to go.  Mo is a member of the New York State Bar Association.  Amy is a 
recent past President of the Metuchen-Edison Gesher Hadassah Chapter, 
ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΦ 
 

What is something that people may not know about you?  Amy 
reports that Mo is a huge Barry Manilow fan, and loves to tease him 

Interview by Debbie  Kestin-Schildkraut, 
Vice President, Membership 

Congregant  

The Kertesz Family 
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

HEBREW SCHOOL NEWS 
ADULT ED NEWS 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

T his year we have already had some very crea-
tive and exciting prayer-related events. Rick 

Recht sang his own rock versions of many prayers 
on a Sunday in October. In November the children 
presented a Prayer Fair, with games and their 

own performances. Rabbi Zelizer and Nita Polay Levin have 
led Saturday morning family and parent oriented learning 
services and the Rabbi and Hazzan continue our energetic 
Friday night monthly family services.  The Daled class read 
Torah at the family service in December.  We had wonderful 
Chanukah celebrations in our school and classrooms. 
 In January the Schechter students, the younger grades 
and nursery students each participated in services in the 
sanctuary.  The Bet class led Havdalah.  
 In February and early March many of the Hebrew School 
classes will be especially featured in a prayer service, though 
we encourage everyone to attend all of these events. 
  
ė FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 τ Family Service will especially feature 

Bet class students. 
ė SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 τ Gimel, Daled and Hai students will 

lead parts of the sanctuary service and their parents or 
older siblings will also have parts. 

ė SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 τ  Our USY members and Hebrew 
High students will lead the sanctuary service. 

ė FRIDAY, MARCH 2 τ at the Family Service at 6:30 pm, the 
Aleph class will talk about the meaning of many of the 
prayers and receive their own siddurim at their Consecra-
tion Service. 

 In addition we will have Junior Congregation on Febru-
ary 4, 11, 25, March 3, 17 and 24. Rabbi Zelizer and Nita Po-
lay Levin will lead another Saturday morning Family Service 
on March 17 with Daled students chanting Torah. 
 Please save March 7 for Purim services and Megillah 
reading. That night some of our Hebrew School students will 
be performing a parody of the mu-
ǎƛŎŀƭ άIŀƛǊǎǇǊŀȅέ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
of the Purim story in a very enter-
taining fashion. Services will be at 
7:00 pm and the musical at 8:00 
pm. 
 We are filling our year with 
prayer and hope everyone will join 
us as often as possible.  
 

FILM SERIES 
 Our film series this winter features three movies 
depicting Jewish culture in different ways and from 
different countries. The first film, on February  8 at 
7:00 pm, "The Band's Visit" is a comedy about an Egyp-
tian marching band that gets lost in Israel and is stuck 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǿƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 
interactions with the Israeli locals bring about amusing 
surprises and touching relationships. 
 On February 29 we will show the recent award 
winning documentary "One Hundred Voices" which 
follows the Cantors Assembly Mission to Poland, in-
cluding many musical performances and poignant visits 
to Holocaust sites and camps. Perhaps most controver-
sial are the interviews which relate how the Polish peo-
ple interacted with the Jews during the Shoah and to-
day. We will follow the film with a frank discussion. On 
March 28 we will enjoy the American film "When Do 
We Eat" about a dysfunctional family seder. 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 The guest speaker on Saturday, February 18 will be 
Dr. Paola Tartakoff from Rutgers University.  She will 
speak about the impact of the expulsion of Jews from 
Spain. She is an assistant professor of History and Jew-
ish Studies. Her research interests lie in the religious 
and cultural history of medieval Europe.  In particular, 
she studies Jewish-Christian relations in medieval 
Iberia with a focus on Jewish conversion and the in-
quisitorial prosecution of Jews and converts. She re-
ceived her Ph.D. from Columbia University and recently 
published a book Between Christian and Jew: Conver-
sion and Inquisition in the Medieval Crown of Aragon 
published by Univ. of Penna. Press in 2012. We look 
forward to an engaging speaker and a lively discussion 
at the free luncheon after services. 
 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE 
 Save the weekend of April 20-21 for our annual 
Scholar-in-Residence. This year we will present Daniel 
Pipes, an expert on Israel and the Middle East.  Watch 
for the flyer and please reserve your dinner and lunch 
meals in advance.   


